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Press Release
 The Commemoration on the Deportation of the Crimean Tatars on May 18, 1944
Ralph Bunche Park, New York City, USA-May 18, 2010: The American Association of Crimean Turks (Association) USA registered 501 c 3 organization whose members are  Crimean Tatars will hold a demonstration directly across the street from the United Nations Secretariat Building from 12:00 noon to 2:00 PM to commemorate the en mass deportation of the Indigenous Crimean Tatars from their homeland of Crimea by the Soviet communist regime on May 18, 1944, also known as the Black Day. 
 The Crimean Tatar community in the United States is commemorating the 66th anniversary of the en masse deportation of Crimean Tatars on May 18, 1944.   On that horrific day all Crimean Tatars were rounded by Soviet communist soldiers knocking at doors on 4 AM were given only fifteen minutes (15) to gather their belongings.  Not aware why and where they were headed every Crimean Tatar woman, man, young, old, child, infant, were loaded onto cattle train wagons deported throughout Central Asia and other parts of former Soviet Union.  The train "ride" has been labeled by Crimean Tatars as "crematoria on wheels".   As a direct consequence of the deportation, the Crimean Tatar population died due to disease, malnutrition, hostile and unhealthy environment and climate.   Of the 238,000 deportees, 113,000 were children and 93,000 were women; of these 110,000 (46.2%) perished.  Additionally, the Crimean Tatars at their places of deportation were placed in restricted areas known as "special settlements", following a policy of forced labor, forced assimilation and acculturation into Soviet-Russian culture.   Soviet Russia insisted that there was no such thing as "Crimean" Tatars that they were just "Tatars" in general, and mention of Crimea by Crimean Tatars were taken as a code for return and insurrection and vehemently suppressed. 
 
Today with approximately 300,000 Crimean Tatars returnees to Crimea find themselves marginalized and discriminated. After being forcibly deported all vacated Crimean Tatar homes were taken over by Soviet Russians and other non-Crimean Tatar persons.  It is estimated that 800,000 Crimean Tatar houses were taken under this method.  Deprived of city registration and land rights the Crimean Tatars today are forced to resettle in isolated outskirts of cities and towns with no infrastructure such as electricity, gas, access roads, drinking water, schools and hospitals. 
With continual racist actions, xenophobia, and growing violence towards the indigenous Crimean Tatars another additional threat on the security of their Crimea homeland surfaced with the recent agreement between Ukraine and Russia, on extending the duration of the Russian Black Sea Fleet deployment in Crimea for another twenty five (25) years.   The American Association of Crimean Turks/Tatars are appealing to Ukraine, the United Nations and all respective agencies to provide resolve and support of the Crimean Tatars on the following issues: 
1) Ukraine must ensure the departure of the Russian Navy Fleet and establish free, prior and informed consent on Agreements in which the outcome will affect the indigenous Crimean Tatars of Crimea, Ukraine.   Freedom loving Ukrainians must also seek a revision of this agreement and oppose its ratification.
2) Repatriation of Crimean Tatars into Crimea and Ukrainian society.
3) The Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine should adopt the law on the status of Crimean Tatars as indigenous people.
4)  Recognition of the Crimean Tatar National Mejlis as the de jure representative of the indigenous Crimean Tatar people of Crimea.
5) Address the subjection of discrimination towards the indigenous Crimean Tatars on land and housing rights.
6) Reinstatement of social and legal rights of the indigenous Crimean Tatars.
7) Revival of the Crimean Tatar language within Crimean educational curriculum. 
 

The head of the World Congress of Crimean Tatars, Refat Chubarov states, "Each people hold an inalienable right for self-determination. However, a people that tries to realize it without war and conflict is worthy of love, respect and admiration".   It is the injustice perpetuated on our  people that we as Crimean Tatars gather today in commemorating May 18 Surgun, and deem it as an undeserving act that was inflicted on the indigenous Crimean Tatars of Crimea whose ramifications are felt today.     
 
